April 14, 2024 
To the Milleys Committee: 


In my former role at the Smithsonian Institution as Chairman of the Department of 
the History of Science and Technology at the National Museum of American 
History, I had the good fortune to meet George Daly when he came on board the 
Smithsonian as a consultant on Music and the Arts in Popular Culture. George was 
instrumental in creating an innovative public display of the original Ft. McHenry 
flag in Baltimore Harbor, now known as the "Star Spangled Banner." This is the 
famous Garrison flag that inspired America’s National Anthem. Drawing on the 
museum’s historic musical instrument collections, he made an informed selection 
of early 19"-century instruments. He then recreated in a modern recording studio 
the original sound of the Anthem with a full orchestra, just as it was written by 
Francis Scott Key and as it would have sounded during the 1812-1814 war with 
Britain. The Flag exhibition with his historically appropriate music was and 
remains at the center of the museum as its most popular and hallowed artifact. We 
have George to thank for bringing the Flag and Anthem back to life in such an 
exciting way. 


In the years since, I have seen George Daly continue to innovate and inspire with 
his musical talents and productions. We are all richer for his technical and artistic 
contributions to the Smithsonian Institution, America’s museum, and, hence, to our 
nation’s cultural heritage. I recommend him with unstinting enthusiasm for your 
distinguished award. 


Sincerely, 


Arthur Molella, Ph.D. 

Emeritus and Founding Director 
Lemelson Center 

Smithsonian Institution 

Email: molellaa@si.edu 

Tel: 202-633-3447 


